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MARATHON COURSE MUSIC 

PROVIDES MOTIVATION AND INSPIRATION 

TO RUNNERS AND WALKERS

The pain of a two-mile steady climb to the top of Hurricane Point is quickly forgotten once runners are greeted by the smooth jazz sounds of the San Benancio Middle School Jazz Band near the summit.  Upon descending to the halfway point of the race, the haunting tones from the Yamaha grand piano at Bixby Bridge drift across the water producing goose bumps on even the most seasoned runners.

Music on the course of the Big Sur International Marathon has long been a signature part of the 23-year-old event.  In fact, the Big Sur Marathon was the first-ever marathon to incorporate music along its course.   Since the initial run in 1986 other races have adopted the idea, but none so completely and uniquely as Big Sur.

Bagpipes, Taiko drummers, fire dancers, classical quintets, and school bands provide the variety of local offerings bringing music to the runners’ ears.  The following line up will greet runners along the route on Sunday, April 27.

	Group


	Location

	National Anthem 
	Marathon Start

	Ed Jarvis/bagpiper
	Marathon Start

	Susan Bradley on harp
	Mile 3.4

	Andreas Fault
	Mile 6.2 

	Palma High School Band
	Mile 8.4

	Watsonville Taiko
	Northern most turnout at Little Sur River 

	Oasis
	Mile 11

	San Benancio Middle

  School Jazz Band
	Mile 12.2

	Michael Martinez – grand piano
	Bixby Bridge

	Marc Rush Irish Flute
	Mile 14+/ North end of Rocky Creek Bridge

	Stomping Ground
	Palo Colorado

	Firefly
	Rocky Point driveway

	Trusting Lucy 
	Mile 17.05/northside of long turnout

	Nick Fettis piano
	Mile18.3 

	Carmel Middle School
	Aid Station 9  

	Melange Trio
	Mile 21/near aid station at Otter Cove

	Class Brass Quintet
	Mile 22 / just south of Tickle Pink Inn

	Sambahemians
	Monastery Beach

	Community Band
	Mile 25

	Jonah and the Whalewatchers
	Top of Ribera Rd.

	Local Groove
	Awards Stage


