FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


July 1, 2009

Contact:

Julie Armstrong, Marketing Communications Director

831-625-6226 / Julie@bsim.org
BIG SUR MARATHON SELLS UNIQUE MILE MARKERS 


Inspirational, motivational and humorous mile markers will line the26.2 miles of the Big Sur International Marathon route for the 25th Presentation of the annual world-renowned race in April 2010.  Designed to help runners stay on pace, the new mile marker signs will be unique wooden cut-outs designed by local muralist John Cerney, and are available for sponsorship through the Big Sur Marathon. 

Each mile marker will stand seven feet high and be individually designed to humor and motivate all participants along their journey from Big Sur to Carmel.  Examples include a runner peeking out from behind a redwood and testing the wind at mile five, an elevator operator signaling “Going up?” at the base of the two-mile Hurricane Point climb, a runner “hitting the wall” at mile 20 and a gospel choir singing “Hallelujah” at mile 26.  Models for the markers will include local runners, Big Sur marathon board members and other supporters of our events.

“We think our participants will really enjoy these new mile markers along the course.  Once they see one, they’ll be anticipating the next.  Some are fun and entertaining, and the ones towards the end of the course will help ease the pain of those final miles,” says Race Director Wally Kastner.
While the 25th Presentation will debut the new mile markers, they will become fixtures for the race for many years to come.  Marathon sponsors, local businesses and interested individuals currently have the option of ‘buying a Big Sur mile’ to support the marathon and receive exposure to  thousands of race participants.  The donor’s name as an individual or business will be painted on the sign for a period of five years for a one-time tax deductible cost of $1,000.


An acclaimed muralist, Cerney’s artwork can best be described as “giant cut-out art,” ordinarily viewed from the comfort of one’s automobiles.  Locally he is best known for his series of field workers (each 18 feet tall) located in the agricultural fields in Salinas, CA.  Dozens of others can be seen throughout Monterey County on Cannery Row, along Highway 68 and 101, and in front of various businesses.


For further information on Big Sur’s new mile marker program call 831-625-6226 or email sally@bsim.org.

