FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


February 13, 2008
Contact:

Julie Armstrong, Marketing Communications Director

831-625-6226 / Julie@bsim.org
KASTNER NAMED TO RUNNING USA’S 
HALL OF CHAMPIONS

Big Sur Marathon Race Director Wally Kastner was inducted into the Hall of Champions at the annual Running USA Conference concluding this week in La Jolla, California. Kastner was honored and acknowledged for his contribution and dedication to the sport of running.

“Great events require great leadership,” stated Basil Honikman, CEO of Running USA, in his remarks.  He called the Big Sur Marathon “one of the jewels of American running” and praised Kastner for the outstanding organization he has developed.

Kastner, who was one of the founding board members of Running USA in 1999, has served as race director of the Big Sur Marathon since 1997.  Under his direction, the annual event held each April has continued to grow in stature, while the non-profit organization has added additional successful running events including the Half Marathon on Monterey Bay, the Mud Run, the burgeoning JUST RUN® youth fitness program, and the JUST RUN! Just Kids 3K races.

In his acceptance speech, Kastner focused on the importance of youth fitness saying that, “I believe that runners can save America.”  Much of the focus of the 2008 conference was placed upon programs that are being developed to combat childhood obesity and juvenile diabetes, including Big Sur’s award-winning JUST RUN program that is now being adopted in communities throughout the U.S.

Running USA is the trade organization for the running industry, devoted to improving the status of road racing and long distance running in the United States through education, research, communications, collective marketing, and promotions.  With this tribute, Kastner joins a distinguished list of honorees including Bart Yasso, “American’s Running Ambassador;” Amby Burfoot, Runner’s World Magazine; Guy Morse, Boston Marathon; Bill Roe, USA Track & Field; Rich Benyo, Marathon & Beyond; Allan Steinfeld, ING New York City Marathon; and Anne Audain, Olympic athlete.
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