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BIG SUR INTERNATIONAL MARATHON 
FACT SHEET
WHAT:

Big Sur International Marathon – 26th Presentation
Events include a marathon, marathon relay, 21, 10.6 and 9-Milers (walking or running), a 5K and the JUST RUN!® Just Kids 3K fun run (on Saturday, April 30) 
WHEN:

Sunday, May 1 for marathon and related events 
Saturday, April 30 for JUST RUN! Just Kids 3K
Friday, April 29, and Saturday, April 30, for Health & Fitness Expo

WHERE:

The marathon, marathon relay and 21-Miler will be held on Highway One on an “out and back” course beginning and ending near Rio Road in Carmel (6:45 am)



The 10.6-Miler begins at Rocky Point Restaurant on Highway One (6:30 am)
The 9-Miler and 5K begin at Rio Road and Highway One in Carmel (6:45 and 7:30 respectively)


The 3K begins and ends near Lovers Point Park in Pacific Grove  (8 am on 4/30)

PARTICIPANTS:
 
12,202 registered runners in marathon run and walk events (as of 4/1/11)


(Actual number of finishers will be less)

· 4,598 registered in marathon  Includes 375 registered in the Boston 2 Big Sur Challenge and 266 in Runners World Challenge
· 1,495 (approximate) registered in marathon relay (299 teams)
· 916 registered in 21-Miler
· 1,592 registered in 10.6-Miler

· 858 registered in 9-Miler

· 748 registered in 5K

· 2,788 registered in JUST RUN!® Just Kids 3K  
Runners from all 50 states and D.C. plus 27 countries
RUNNER STATS:
Marathon:  female-2245 (48%);  male-2,406 (52%)



21-, 10.6 and 9-Milers:  female-2532 (73%); male-942 (27%)




All events combined (except 3K):  female-5,170 (59%); male-3548 (41%)



Age ranges (marathon only/all events combined (except 3K)

 <18
4 / 136
18-29
828 / 1,482  
30-39
1,447 / 2,553
40-49
1,402 / 2,598 

50-59
728 / 1,801
60-69
213 / 789
70-79
22 / 116
80+
1 / 7
AWARDS:
Awards will be given to top five overall male and female finishers and the top three masters (40 & over) male and female based on GUN time.  Divisional awards will be based on tag time.  Winners will receive hand-crafted trophies and ASICS shoe certificates.   Prize money was eliminated after the 2007 event.

RACE HISTORY 

AND EVENTS:
The Big Sur Marathon began in 1986 with 1,800 runners and has grown in size, stature and number of events since then.  The course record of 2:16:39 set in 1987 by Brad Hawthorne still stands today.  In 1995 the “Power Walk” was added, and in subsequent years additional walks (now “Milers” since participants have the option to either walk or run) were added.  A 5K that had welcomed a schools competition for many years spawned a new kids’ 3K run now in its 4th year in conjunction with the marathon.  In 2010, the 25th anniversary of the race, the Boston 2 Big Sur Challenge was introduced with the 400-person field filling immediately.  This year’s event will definitely go down in the record books as the second time (first was in 1998) that an “out and back” course was created due to a road collapse along the Big Sur coastline.

    The Big Sur Marathon has been called “one of the jewels of American running” and “one of the best running experiences on the planet.”  It has  received honors as being named one of the country’s top three marathons (along with New York and Boston), the “Best Destination Marathon in North America,” one of the world’s “Top Ten Races To Do Before You Die.”
HEALTH & FITNESS
Seventy vendors will present a variety of running and fitness gear and apparel, EXPO:


nutrition items, race information and more.  Expo hours are 12-6 p.m. Friday, 
April 29 and 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. on Saturday, April 30.  The Expo also offers free                                        race clinics featuring running icons Jeff Galloway and Bart Yasso, along with a panel of editors from Runner’s World and a new course Q&A for participants.
JUST RUN!® 
Just Kids 3K
More than 2,500 school aged children and their family members will participate in the JUST RUN!® Just Kids 3K race, held Saturday, April 30 at 8 a.m.  This event is a complement to the marathon weekend, offering younger children an pportunity to “Just Run” for fun.  Finishers’ medals, t-shirts, post race food and festivities are all part of the fun.  The JUST RUN! Just Kids 3K (1.8 miles) is a goal race for the Big Sur Marathon’s JUST RUN® youth fitness program. A Schools’ Competition provides $11,250 in prize money to local JUST RUN schools based on participation in the event.
MAJOR SPONSORS:
ASICS®, Runner’s World, Granite Construction, Dole, Gatorade, GU, Earthbound Farm, Marathon Foto, Monterey Marriott, The Barnyard and KSBW Channel 8.
NEW IN 2011:
- New course for marathon, relay and 21 Miler

- Carmel welcomes race with kick off parties

-Runner’s World Challenge bring editorial staff and 250 runners

- Largest Health & Fitness expo in race’s history

- Nissan LEAF to offer free test drives of all-electric vehicle

- Boston 2 Big Sur Challenge
