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Marathon Unites Local Agencies

in Comprehensive Safety Plan


The unique terrain of the Big Sur Marathon course presents an extreme test not only to marathon runners, but to the public safety agencies working to keep the road safe for thousands of participants in the upcoming event on April 26.

To address the specific challenges of the 26.2-mile course – a mountainous route with no lateral access for emergency vehicles – a comprehensive public safety incident command system has been coordinated, bringing together multiple agencies including police, fire, sheriffs, highway patrol, ambulance services, ham radio operators and others.


“This is one of the most difficult major marathons to put on, and our primary goal is to ensure the safety of our 10,000 runners and walkers,” stated Big Sur Marathon race director Wally Kastner. “The interoperability of the various agencies worked extremely well for us last year and can hopefully serve as a model for other county events and races nationally.”  
The coordinated public safety first-aid response involves the California Highway Patrol, the Monterey County Sheriff’s Department, four local fire brigades from Big Sur to Carmel, Cal Star air medical service and the local Ham Radio Operators organization.  On course, seven four-person bicycle teams of police and medical personnel will ride alongside participants in the marathon and walking events, and an additional 30 course marshals will be on hand with ham radio capabilities.  All trained personnel and agencies will co-communicate on three different airwave frequencies – ham, sheriff and fire – allowing for redundancy in communication.


“This is an incredibly comprehensive system that’s been created for the race,” stated Kastner.  “We’re confident that we’ve done all we can to provide rapid response in the event of a medical emergency.”

