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BIG SUR MARATHON ‘ELITES’
In 2007, organizers of the Big Sur International Marathon eliminated prize money, instead focusing on the individual runner and his or her personal accomplishments.  The race, however, still attracts incredible running talent.  Below are a few of this year’s amateur ‘elite’ runners vying for awards and the podium.

Male

Hermann Achmueller, 40, Pfalzen, Italy, Experienced Europen marathon runner, PR 2:18; Bib # 12
Ian Sharman, 30, San Jose, Ultra runner, PR 2:32; Bib #2
Jesus Campos, 26, King City, previous Big Sur Marathons: 5th in '06, 4th in '07, 2nd in '08, 4th in '09, 6th in '10 (six days after running Boston Marathon); Bib #10
Mario Mendoza, 25, Bend, OR, 2010 USATF Trail Runner of the Year, 2nd in 2010 Trail Marathon National Championship in 2:47 (9,000 foot climb); Bib # 11
David Welsh, 34, Haddonfield, NJ, Bib #5
 
Women

Tiziana Pignatelli, 42, Brixen, Italy, Experience European marathon runner;, Bib #13
Beth Woodward, 35, Orrville, OH, won Athens, OH Marathon in April in 3:08; Bib #3
Nikia Brautovich, 20, Aptos, 7th in last year's Big Sur Marathon; Bib #6
Aracelly Clouse, 38, Santa Cruz, 8th in 2008, 7th in 2009, 8th in 2010 Big Sur Half Marathon, ran a 2:56 at California International Marathon (Sacramento) in December; Bib #9

Keri Zaro, 22, Marina, local runner moving up to marathon; Bib #8
Nicole Duke, 25, Aptos, many time Big Sur finisher; Bib #14
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