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Big Sur Marathon Earns Gold Certification for Greening Program
“Zero Waste” efforts provide key results for marathon’s 25th Presentation

The Big Sur International Marathon has earned Gold Certification for its greening efforts in the 2010 race, its 25th Presentation. Cited as “one of the most progressive events in the world,” the certification was awarded by the Council for Responsible Sport, a non-profit organization dedicated to raising the level of environment and social responsibility in sporting events.

A rigorous set of standards focuses on six categories: waste, climate, equipment and materials, community and outreach, health promotion and innovation.  The Big Sur Marathon received 34 out of 41 credits and achieved a record 91.67 percent diversion rate on its recycling and food waste programs.  Of the 5.4 tons of waste generated, 4.95 tons were diverted from the landfill.

A coordinated, cooperative effort between several agencies and organizations focused on reducing materials, sourcing compostable products, and recycling.  The Big Sur Marathon partnered with Athletes for a Fit Planet, Ecology Action, The Offset Project, the Monterey Regional Waste Management District (MRWMD) and Waste Management.  

“We couldn’t have achieved the Gold Certification without the involvement of so many dedicated organizations and individuals,” stated Karen Ferlito, Chair of the Big Sur Marathon’s Green Team.  Ferlito cites a core group of approximately 50 volunteers who worked on the greening of the event.  Individuals from the California Conservation Corps provided hands-on race day support along with members of local non-profits and Big Sur Marathon board members to ensure that materials were properly sorted into trash, recyclables and compostable containers.  Of all non trash material sent to the recycling and food waste facility, an impressive 97.88 percent was composted or recycled.  
“The Big Sur International Marathon’s Green Team has raised the bar in zero waste efforts,” stated Kristin Cushman of The Offset Project, who helped guide the waste diversion program.
William Merry, General Manager of the MRWMD noted, “The logistics posed by the course of the Big Sur Marathon make it a particularly challenging coordination issue, and costs for recycling and waste pick up are no doubt higher because of that than at some other marathon course layouts.  Yet the marathon’s leadership has worked over the last 10 years, one step at a time to persistently move forward with recycling, reduction of litter and reducing waste, thereby leading the way for other marathons and large venue events to reduce their waste.”
“This is a remarkable accomplishment for a race of this size,” added Bruce Rayner, Chief Green Officer of Athletes of a Fit Planet, the environmental services company that provided consulting and on-the-ground support to the Big Sur International Marathon. 

A few of the additional initiatives that played a role in achieving Gold Certification included the reduction of paper through 100% online race registration, the creation of an online Results Book, and the innovation of ‘virtual’ goodie bags for race participants consisting of downloadable coupons in lieu of plastic bags filled with brochures and ads.  Solar panels provided energy generation at the race finish, a BYOB – Bring Your Own (Water) Bottle – program helped reduce the number of cups on the course, and shuttles were provided to transport runners to the various distance events on race day.  Carbon offsets were also purchased and redirected to NativeEnergy projects in California.  

In awarding the Gold Certification, Marisa McGilliard of the Council for Responsible Sport stated, “Your innovation and commitment to sustainability are profound, and will serve as a model for future races across the country.”

The Big Sur Marathon organization also achieved Gold Certification for its Half Marathon in Monterey Bay, held annually in the fall on an out-and-back course along the Monterey and Pacific Grove coastlines.

