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BOSTON 2 BIG SUR CHALLENGE

Two marathons, separated by 13 days and the breadth of the continental United States, have attracted a field of 322 runners for its second year running.
The Boston 2 Big Sur Challenge, an idea put forth by the organizers of the Big Sur Marathon last year, quickly became a popular goal for hundreds of high achieving marathon runners.  The 2011 challenge begins, Monday, April 18 at the Boston Marathon and concludes at the finish line of the Big Sur International Marathon on Sunday, May 1.
The 322 registered runners, coming from 39 states and 6 countries are excited about the challenge.  For some, it is a daunting ordeal; for others, it’s nothing new.  A handful of the registered runners have been doing their own Boston 2 Big Sur for several years.  
Participants in the Boston 2 Big Sur Challenge have received special incentives since their original sign up.  “I’m training for the B2B Challenge” running shirts were sent early on, and runners that visit the Big Sur Marathon booth at the Boston Marathon Expo will receive and a copy of the new book, “The Athletes Palate,” from Rodale, Inc. and Runner’s World.   Upon completion of both races, finishers will receive a souvenir B2B jacket from ASICS.  Crossing the finish line, runners will receive both a Big Sur finishers’ medallion as well as a commemorative B2B medallion uniquely created for the challenge.
       
We’ll definitely be continuing this event in the future,” said race director Wally Kastner.  “It was incredibly popular and runners are always looking for another challenge.”
Registration for the 2012 Big Sur Marathon, including the B2B Challenge, opens July 15.  
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