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Names New Marketing Communications Director

Carmel, CA -- The Big Sur International Marathon has appointed Julie Armstrong to the newly-created position of Marketing Communications Director.  A 20+ year resident of the Monterey Peninsula with a background in event and tourism promotion, Armstrong brings a wealth of experience to the post.


The multi-faceted job includes media, community and sponsor relations, event promotion and overall strategic planning for the Big Sur Marathon organization’s various events and programs.  These include the prestigious annual marathon named the "Best Destination Marathon in North America" by the Ultimate Guide to Marathons, the fall presentation of the Half-Marathon on Monterey Bay, an annual Mud Run held at Ft. Ord, and the award-winning JUST RUN program developed to promote youth fitness.  The combined events contribute more than $200,000 annually to local charities.

“I’m excited about the challenge and awed by the amount of programs undertaken by the Big Sur Marathon.  The professionalism of the staff and board is first-rate and is recognized by not only local sponsors and participants, but by race directors and media internationally,” says Armstrong.  “I’m especially eager to help promote JUST RUN and the youth fitness program throughout Monterey County and beyond.”


Armstrong most recently served as Director of Marketing and Communications for the Monterey County Convention & Visitors Bureau, handling tourism and hospitality promotion through travel media, advertising, promotions, publications and the internet.  She also founded and served as Executive Director of the Monterey County Film Commission, promoting the area as a film location.  Prior to moving to Monterey County, Armstrong worked at Nike, Inc. in a sales and promotion role, and earlier as a PR representative for Billie Jean King’s tennis promotion company.  She also served as a volunteer board member for the Big Sur International Marathon in its inaugural years of 1986 and 1987.

Big Sur Marathon Race Director Wally Kastner notes, “In addition to our namesake events, we have achieved the "Gold Standard" in our youth fitness program, JUST RUN, which will continue to expand into Northern California in 2008.  By bringing Julie on board we hope to better ‘tell our story’ of how we’re working to combat youth obesity.  I believe runners are one of the answers to this national crisis.”

A resident of Pacific Grove, Armstrong has three teenage daughters and an avid interest in sports and fitness.  She is married to Hank Armstrong, VP of Communications at the Monterey Bay Aquarium.
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