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Ondara and Cheptanui Win Big Sur Half Marathon


Kenyan runners who train together in Santa Fe, New Mexico with the AmeriKenyan Running Camp conquered an impressive elite field in the Fifth Presentation of the Big Sur Half Marathon on Monterey Bay Sunday morning. Over 5,000 runners were faced with cool temperatures and very brisk winds at the 7:00 AM start in downtown Monterey. 

   The 13.1-mile footrace took off under partly cloudy and windy skies, but the sun broke through for a glorious morning.  The course traveled through historic Monterey, Cannery Row and along the scenic coastline of Pacific Grove.  Runners traveled from all 50 states and 9 countries to compete. Twenty ‘elite’ runners competed for prize money and prestige in a race that is quickly becoming known as one of the top half marathons in the country.

Macdonald Ondara of Kenya, winner of the recent Rock and Roll Half Marathon in San Jose, battled with 2004 Big Sur Half Marathon champion Michael Aish (New Zealand) until mile ten when Ondara pulled ahead.  Ondara crossed the finish line at 1:04:00 with Aish just eight seconds behind.  The women’s field found leader Caroline Cheptanui of Kenya opening up an insurmountable lead by mile seven, finishing at 1:15:59.  Jane Kibii (Kenya) and Heather Gibson (U.S.) were close at hand and finished at 1:16:26 and 1:16:46 respectively.  

The annual race, sprung from the prestigious and long-running Big Sur International Marathon just five years ago, includes the Half Marathon, a 10-Mile Walk and the Run Forrest Run 5K.  In addition, this year marked the first ever JUST RUN!® Just Kids 3K race drawing 700 children and their parents as part of the annual Half Marathon weekend. 

Key sponsors for the race include ASICS, Runner’s World, Saab, Rabobank, Granite Construction, and media sponsors KSBW, KWAV and the Monterey Herald.

All race results are posted online at www.bsim.org. For more information, contact the Big Sur International Marathon at 831-625-6226 or info@bsim.org.
